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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


FROM: 


Henry A, Kissinger 




SUBJECT: Lack of Response from Xuan Thuy to My 

. Offer to Meet with Him 

We have not yet received a response from the other side to my offer 
to meet again with Xuan Thuy — if they had something to say which 
they had not said in the plenary sessions. 
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The lack of response so far indicates that they are divided within the 
Hanoi government on how to handle the question. They face two real 
problems in making their decision. One of these problems is pro- 
cedural, and the other substantive. 

Their procedural problem turns on their obvious 
concern about our refusal so far to name a successor 
to Lodge. They face a difficult dilemma* If they 
_ accept our offer,/ they will have indicated a willingness 
to deal outside our delegation, thereby reducing the 
importance we would attach to strengthening our 
negotiating team. If they refuse, they will have indi- 
cated they have nothing new to say. This would give 
us an excuse not to appoint a successor since it would 
be clear that no substantive progress is likely in the 
near future. In addition, they may be loathe to come 
across with some sort of substantive movement in 
their position in response to our secret initiative, 
for fear of establishing a precedent which we could use 
on later occasions. 




They also face a substantive problem in working out 
what they might say that they have not already said 
in the plenary sessions. Their delay in responding 
could be a result of serious debate about making some 
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reply could be stimulated by the increasing seriousness 
of the Sino-Soviet dispute as evidenced by recent 
Chinese gestures towards us. They probably know of 
these Chinese initiatives from the Russians, if not 
from the Chinese directly. 
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